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LADY EASTLAKB to AUGUSTUS J. C. HARE.
u 7 Mtzroy Square^ Dec. 4. I have seen a notice in the Times which has sent a, pang through my heart, and hasten to tell you how intensely I feel for you. None hut those who know the bitterness of a great sorrow can really sympathise with you, for only they can measure the length and breadth of the suffering. I know of no consolation but the conviction that God knows all and does all, and that lie will rexmite in His good time to the Beloved One. Sorrow is a mighty force, and its fruit ought to "be commensurate: we sow truly in tears, but the reaping in joy is, I believe, reserved for another state. Still there is much to be done by sorrow's husbandry even here, and assuredly were the fruits of the Spirit to be attained without suffering, God would not put His poor children through it.
u I fear that life nmst look very joyless before you, and that all things for a time must seem altered, your very self most so. I can only say, be patient with yourself, and take every mitigation that offers itself. I should be very glad to hear from you when you have heart and leisure. You have seen me in bitter anguish, and will not be shy of one who has drunk of that cup to the very dregs. God's holy will be done! "